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“If I may tak® libérty with Longfellow’s first paragraph of “Woods in Winter”,

When winter winds are piercing chill,

And through the rosa rugosz blows the gzle.
With solemn feet I tread the dume’ s hill
That overbrows the lonelv beach so pale.

One of the wonders, and beauties, of living here on the coast of Maine in the winter is that one day

my sojourn is in the scene described above; and the next day it is under a warming sun and bright blue
n "

Snonms sky where | am blessed with seeing the ocean water “Caribbean” clear gently lapping the shoreline.

is the official publil:ation of Yes, we all are blessed to be living here full time, part time or on vacation. And through you being
SAVE OUR SHORES-MAINE part of 505 Maine, you are working at protecting and preserving these wonderful natural

environmental scenes on the coast of Maine.

5.0.5.- Maine is a nonprofit educational association that is successful because of its large and
active membership which covers a large geographical area up and down the coast. | encourage you all
to continue sending in information to the Board about articles and media statements that report on

P.O. Box 1785
Wells, ME 04090

MISSION: i actions which will adversely impact coastal property. We also like to hear about successes, too, where
S.0.S.-Maine's mission is to individuals and communities are protecting their properties.
educate the coastal community | feel strongly that the best way we all have at protecting our private property rights is through

associations and education using proven and documented facts. 5.0.5.-Maine continues to provide

- - - L]
about issues that lmpa(:t Maine's you links to where you can find the facts on global warming, sea level rise, beach access and other

coastal heritage issues to keep you up to date and informed. Frequently check our website www.sosmaine.org for
all updates,
And to learn more of what is happening, be sure to read in this issue of “Shorelines™ Maine

OFFICERS Supreme Court’s December 9, 2014 important ruling, the latest on FEMA flood Maps implementation,
President: Mike Severance Maine Legislative activities of interest to us, and the July 2015 Beaches Conference. Also, please note
Vice President: Bob Almeder that we are giving a special CONGRATULATIONS to our Board member Bob Foley upon his election to
Secretary: Barbara Houlihan the Maine Legislature.
Treasurer: Rocky Furman Always seeking to expand our membership numbers and areas of representation, | ask that you

. . . keep your neighbors and friends informed about SOS Maine’s mission and interest in all shoreland and
Executive Director: Maryanne Fol
tive t €y coastal area property owners working together through SOS Maine. Please give the enclosed

Membership application to neighbors and friends and encourage them to join.
DIRECTORS Wishing you fair winds and following seas, | remain %
Bob Foley Katy Kelly .00 cpievamee
Ken Lafayette Joel Bradley , % % - %
Larry Dwight ~ Donna Cullen g wone e
# £ 3 ﬁ"
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IN THIS ISSUE: CONGRATULATIONS TO BOB FOLEY

President's Letter Page1  Elected to Maine House of Representatives
Recognition Page 2
GoosegII{]:cks Litigation nge o  Bob is one of the founding members of 5.0.5. -Maine in 1994 and has served

Maine Beaches Conference Page2 3asa member of the SOS Board ever since. He will serve a two year term in

New Board Members Page2 the Maine Legislature representing House District 7 (most of the Town of

Bob's Clam Hut donation Page2 Wells). He has been appointed to the Insurance and Financial Services

Update on Coastal Issues Page 3  Committee and the Ethics Committee. With his experience in local and state

S.0.S. Membership form Page3  government as well as his service to S.0.S.-Maine, he will serve his
constituents well.

S.0.S.-MAINE P.0.BOXI785 WELLS, ME 04090
www,coemaine.org



Goose Rocks Beach
Litigation Update

The Maine Supreme Court upholds Beachfront property
owners rights - - leaves narrow option for town

The Maine Supreme Judicial Court issued a new ruling on
December 9, 2014 in the case of Almeder versus Town of
Kennebunkport . The Town was seeking to establish a public
prescriptive easement over privately-owned land/lots at Goose
Rocks Beach. The Court held that there could not be a recreational
right on beaches established by custom in Maine. Another finding
by the court, which is applicable to all privately owned beaches,
was the Court’s statement: “We have long recognized that public
recreational uses are presumed to be undertaken with the
permission of the landowner, thereby defeating the adversity
element of a prescription claim.” This should assure beachfront
owners that they need not chase off the public in order to avoid a
claim of adverse use which would help create an easement. The
Court found that in the case of Goose Rocks Beach there was no
evidence of general adversity and thus no general public
easement. The Court left open the opportunity for the Town to
show adversity, and thus the chance to create an easement on a
lot by lot basis using the existing evidence in the Court record. The
Town of Kennebunkport is currently discussing whether to pursue
their case on the lot by lot basis.

To read the Court’s ruling, go to Google:
stateofmainejudicialbranch.gov, scroll to state of Maine Judicial
Branch Supreme Court opinions, click on published opinions, click
on 2014 and scroll to Opinion # 2014 ME 139 Almeder V Town of

Kennebunkport. ; e
i Beaches
AVSASA LA T Ka KA, \(Conference

MAINE BEACHES CONFERENCE %
JULY 17,2015
SOUTHERN MAINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE *
SOUTH PORTLAND, MAINE
The Maine Beaches Conference works to provide continuing opportunities
for communication and exchange of the most current information among
beach stakeholders with diverse interests, and to present the findings from
the state’s beach monitoring programs. To promote this diversity of
stakeholder interests among our speakers and exhibitors, the conference
steering committee invites proposals for presentation topics and exhibits,
Conference Themes
Weighing the options: understanding the challenges of living on the coast
Getting ready: preparing for and adapting to the future
Living with the beach: the nature, culture, and art of our beaches
Identifying the trends: monitoring, research and emerging issues
Meeting at the beach: balancing user needs and values
Caring for beaches: partnership and stewardship
Using best practices and following the rules: coastal engineering and
regulation

To register or find out more information on the conference, please go to:
www.seagrant.umaine.edu/maine-beaches-conference

NEW S.O.S.-MAINE
EOCALD MEMEELS

BARBARA HOULIHAN

Barbara has joined the Board
of SOS-Maine and is currently
serving as Secretary.

Barbara is a retired Financial
Services professional with
executive experience in risk management,
operations management, compliance, and
information technology. Barbara retired from MFS
Investment Management in 2011 where she was
the Chief Operations Risk Manager. Previously
she was the Chief Administrative Officer at Boston
Private Bank & Trust Company. Barbara also
worked at Fidelity Investments and State Street
Corporation. Barbara and her husband John are
living year-round on Drakes Island in Wells.

DONNAE. CULLEN

Donna joined the S.0,S-Maine
Board in July 2014. She grew up
in Milton, MA, and went to work for
New England Life in Boston after high
school and then Merrill LYI'ICh in Boston. She
attended Suffolk University. She married Leo Cullen
and had 3 sons and now has 3 grandsons. Dun‘ng
those years she worked as a real estate agent for
Century 21 and then ERA Realty. She also coached
varsity girls tennis at Medway (MA) High School and
most recentry Berwick Acadermr_ Her family moved
to Wells, ME as a year-round resident in Apl'il 2009.

BOB'S CLAM HUT DONATION

The staff at Bob's Clam Hut in Kittery sent

in a donation to SOS-Maine at the end of
the season which was collected in lieu of
tips from customers. The $500 check is

greatly appreciated and SOS-Maine would

like to thank Bob's Clam Hut for

supporting our mission by instituting this

program.




UPDATE ON COASTAL ISQUES ;===

Flood Insurance Re-mapping Update:
President has issued an Executive Order regarding the changes in the rules for flood insurance:

President Obama issued a new Executive Order that modifies EO 11988 and establishes a new flood risk management standard for federal investments and
programs. The strengthened standard gives agencies the flexibility to use one of three standards to establish the flood elevation and flood hazard areas to be used in
citing, design and construction. They are:

1. Use data and methods informed by best-available, actionable climate science;

2. Build two feet above the 100-year (1%-annual-chance) flood elevation for standard projects, and three feet above for critical buildings like hospitals and
evacuation centers; or

3. Build to the 500-year (0.2%-annual-chance) flood elevation.

Also the standard requires that where possible, agencies shall use natural systems, ecosystem processes and nature based approaches when developing alternatives
for consideration.

While the EO establishing the new standard has been announced today, implementation of the EO will not occur until: 1) Public input has been gathered (today
opens a 60 day public comment period) and 2) Agencies incorporate these standards into their own programs, rules and guidelines which will afford further public
comment.

These are potendally very significant impacts to costal property owners as the first item requires towns to use proposed maps for enforcing building guidelines
even before the maps are accepted by the communities. It takes away the process for challenging the maps. The second item currently only applies to properties
in the V zone, which are very few. The current rules only require properties to be 1 foot above. Our current maps do not reflect the 500-year storm but most
suspect that will be in the new maps and will no doubt impact all non-flood risk properties!

You need to contact your congressional delegation to urge them to oppose this drastic change.
State of M.aine Beack M.anagement Policy:

In 2004, Katy Kelly, Peter Daigle and Bob Foley served on a Legislative task force charged with writing a Beach Management Policy for the State of Maine. In 2006
that policy was submitted to the Maine Legislature and nothing was ever done with it. One of the important strategies that was developed was a beach
nourishment / dune restoration policy. Unfortunately no funding was ever appropriate to enact the proposal.

With Bob Foley's recent election to the State Legislature, the plan is being revisited and he will be submitting a bill to bring back the Beach Management Policy and
a funding mechanism to implement the practices emphasized in the policy. The bill calls for a $1 charge per hotel room per night from May 1 to October 31 each
year. This will raise approximately $4.6 million dollars annually and will go to a dedicated beach management fund managed by the Department of Environmental
Protection. Towns wishing to undertake a project can apply for a grant under this program.

It is too early to tell how successful the bill will be. Bob Foley will report back to the SOS Maine membership later this spring or at our annual meeting in July.

S.0.S—Maine
P.O. Box 1785
Wells, ME 04090

Yes. we want to be on the S.0.S -Maine family team. Here's our membership:
%25 Individual ____ $50 Family $75 Business ___ Other $

Yes. we want to be a part of the Maine Coastal Coalition. Enclosed is a separate donation
to establish my membership. Our taxable donation is $

TOTAL Amount Enclosed $
Renewal New Member

Name:

Winter Mailing Address:

Summer Mailing Address:

Phone: (summer)

Email Address:

Please make checks payable to: S.0.S-Maine
Mail to: P.O. Box 1785 Wells. ME 04090
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6E Road
(Just off e #1)
Wels, Maine 04090
(207) 646-5150 (Seasonal)
Emai. scoopoeck@maine rr com
i Web: ScoopDeck.com
Serving Good O Fg::nd ice Cream

Open
Late May Thru Septembaer

LAFAYETTE’S OCEANFRONT RESORT
AT
WELLS BEACH

“Where Memories That Last a Lifetime are Made"

P.0. Box 639 Phone 207-646-2831
Wells Beach, ME 04090 Fax  207-646-6770



